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IBSTBICT 

IXthough tho' nattiro of toplcallsatlon ia coiplox and 
oaa&ot bo oasily soparatod froa eonsi deration a of ayntactic strostura 
and •oatoaco focus, analvais of langnago osago has indicatod that 
topiealitatlon it aoro a stylistic than a syntactic pxoosas. 
topioaXiiatioB r«fors to loving a noun phraso (BP) Into tho Initial 
position of a stntsncs. Bxaaplss of langnago tiss dsaonstrats that 
sp«aksrs and vritsrs ofton nst pattiTC constructions as part of their 
rhAtoriMi strategies because, the pattife allows aoTeaent of BPs into 
flrt«ally any position within the sentence. The. apparent ease with 
which BPS can be topicaliied aeeaa to have less to do with the 
distinctions between old and hew inforaation than with packaging- the 
iaforsatioii so that it is processed and interpreted by the audience 
in ways that favor the act iyat ions of the speaker /writer • Bwen the 

antictic con fignrat ions characteristic of *iobjeetiwe" prose enable 
■pie transforaations of BPs that systesatically mpiresi agency, 
which ie another way of sanipnlatlng audience response. Bhat this 
•videncs indicates it that syntactic rules exist because they favor 
osrtaitt descriptions of the world ovor otherss thus, any attespt to 
construct a graasar based on itca'se** delations as soaehow inherent in 
the construction of sentences is not only dooaed to failure but 
abdicates the responsibility of discovering how sentences cone to be 
v^prodeeed and interpreted. (PL) 
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•fBtMtte ivlM and to «cplor« eht wtyt la vhleh th«tt roltt optrau to 
ttneturo, or "pockago,** tho iafo?Mtlen eoatoat of tiatoaeoi. To dato» 
Mt o£ tka work doaa baa btaa eeaeoatratad -on tho varioua potaatlal rolaa 
that tmm pbraaaa (K?a) ara aaaitaad i& f aaataaet aad tha lataraetloa 
batvaaa. tbair aorfaca atruetura ppaltloa aad tha latarprautioo proeaaaaa 
of tba bkacar. It la aov gaoaraUy agratd that tha Ubal "aubjact," aa a 
tera ra^rrlttg to aa BP fuaetloa la a aaataaca, la not daaeriptlvaiy 
adaqaata, Zaataad, va flad a prollfaratlon of taxna uaad to daa^gnata tha 
^arloaa, eoBplax rolaa of tha Initial HP of a- aaataneas topic, th«aa» 
agaat, aurfaca aobjact, aad logical aubjact. la thla papar I wUl rafar 

tha flrat IP la a aaataaca or cUuta aa tha topic, and to tha oTntac^c 

'. ■ / • 

preeaaa that aovaa aa RP lata Initial poaltlon aa toj^calltatlon^ 

7-" 

Zt la agr purpoaa hcra to axaalaa axamplaa of languaga ua^ vhlch chalianga 
tha aaaoBptlea that uad^Uaa aoat of tha vorfc dona In t1^ araa of topleal- 
laatloa, aaaaly, that a apaakar nakaa eholcaa la thi^tructurlng of a 
•Mioga onl]^ la tha "baat lataraatt'* of tha haarar. Thla daacrlptlon aalvaly 
aaau tha apaakar In a dlaeouraa contaxt aa a **banavolant dleutor** vfao aaaka 
aaly to aeconnodata tha aaaaaga to vhat a/ha laaglnaa to ba "tamporary aUtaa 
of tba addraaaaa'a alnd" (Chafa, 1976t 28), and aaaumaa that It la alvaya 
tha apaakar 'a purpoaa to provlda naxlnum Information atructurad In auch a 
mf that tha haarar can Intarprat tha aaaaaga with naxlnum aaaa. Furthamora, 
■or dau auggaat that topleallzatlon la not a grammatical procaaa, ao nany 
aappoaa, but a atyllatlc procaaa, a cholca that la baaad mora on tha rhatorleal 
purpoaaa of tha apaakar than It la on conaldaratlon for tha llttanar. 

Tha obaarvatlon that tha aynttctlc rulaa of Enlglah produca both 
aallguoua and/or unlntarpratabla acnteocaa that ara fully granoatlcal la a 



If Biiiiliit la diteuMloM of llsguiitie itruetttrt (8tttlt7» 1979) • V« 

•iM hitn adnuatt «vldtBe« that iptelf ie tyAtoetie rults product oiatincot 

tint cofttoia llttlo or ao laforutioa for eho h«ar«r» such at tht truaeatod 

ftaslva (Staalay, 1975; Staeloj sad Iobblao» 1978). It topietliiatloa 

aaraly a **Boaalat-praoarv^ag** tyataetie tulo that aovai '*old** laforofttloa 

lata ■aattaea-iaitlal pooltloa. or it It a rhotorlcallx-notlvatod otTlittle 

vula that aaablto eonpooari to aora tm^ NP to tha boptnalag of a ooatoaca 

•0 th^t tha Addraotaa it tneourAgod to aeetpt vhattvar laformAtloa tha KF 

carrloa at **old** or "glvoa**? It la« la fact, tha paoolva eonttruetloa that 

]bas iorvtd to taphailza to uo tho Inportaneo of topleallsatlon btcausa It 

paraltt uo to topleallzo tho objoet of tha varb aad to **damoto** tha agtat 

n* to ttataaca focus pooltloa or dolcta It entirely. Tho goncrally-aeetptod 

daccrlptlon of tho "rhetorical** purp6te of the RP-^thlft executed by the 

paoolTa rule propotee that the object of the verb le fronted beceuoe It It 

"old** laforaatlona vhlle the agent la noved Into focua poaltlon becauae It 

ia "atw" Inforaatloa. Jhe rhetorical potentlala of the paaalva eonatructlon 

asa, however, auch richer than the literature adalta* The quotatlona In 

fart X llluatrate aoae of the aore conmon ayntactlc varlatlone permitted by 

tha paaalya eonatructlon, and their, different ef f ecta auggeat that the 

Buaerous RP poaltlena nade poaalble by the paaalva tranafomatlon have llttla 

ar aothing to do with alapllatlc notlona about '^old** and **ncv'* Information. 

X« a« By their teacher a . glrla are rated higher in language 
development than boya. 

b« By them . GUiea do Paris vaa declared guilty of Satanism, 
aorcery, and apostasy, and there and then handed over to 
< the clvU arm. . . 

♦ 

<Kentagua Summer a, **Introduetlon*' to the 1928 edition of 
The Hallcus Maleftcarum. xv?l.) 



1* tlh« uprld aromid X tm prMiurad to gt9% up wf ehildstt. 

(Avtiel« la UabUn ConMcticn XV (Htj 1978), ^. 1.) 

<• MalMts can Vy llntuiaf b« eUttlfitd «ad dlvldad. 

«• X «nu ftt held ot tul Unguag* that** by klda at«d. 

f • Xb 1315, daring th« briaf rtign of Loalt Z, tht oldast ten 
of rhllip XV, vat hiBfd Enguarrand da Mtrlgny, Chaabarlaln, 
privy eouaaallor, and ehlaf favour Ita of Philip, vhoa, Itvaa 
h« had bavltehad to gain tha royal favour. 

Ototttogua SuBBtara, Kallaua Halafieanm . 1948 adltlon, p. vl.) 

0 •• Cormactad nov vith my nagging atuciatv about what tha Baf f Ipa 
nara goi ng to think of aa vaa cha huga problam of Chziatlan. 

CXsia Hardech, Tha Black Prince, p. 31.) 

To London aven mora gancrallv than to Oxford vera dravn paopla 
froM dlffarant parta of tha country. 

!• It* a aoaathlng to ba dona -by not ma . 

i* Vaa aha [Chria] cut by tha erual Injuatica. . .t Vaa aha 
atraek by tha aauaing irony. . .7 Waa aha daapaired by tha 
wrld*a rajoielng. . .? 

4 

(Chrla Coataar Slxamora, I*m Eva, p. 353.) 
Tha variaty of poaitlona availabla for all of tha MPa In theaa examplaa 
•oggaat that both topiealizatio^ and focua ara laaa connactad vith any 
putativa "hiararchy of accaaaibllity" (Kaanan and Comria, 1972) or intar- 
praubility critarion than thay ara vith tha apaakar*a rhatorleal purpoaaa. 
taataaeaa a-a, foi asaapla, ara uau'ally aald to illuatrata "contraativa 
•aatanea focua" (Chafa, 1976); that la", tha agant damotad to focua poaition 
*t oparation of tha paaaive rula la moved later into aent«cce-lnitial 
poaition and thua brought into contraativa focua vith the object of tha 
verb, vl^eh haa become the topic. In g., it la the entire VP, uaually 
ragardad aa ihe "comment," that haa been topicalized; In h. it 1? tha complex 
advarb of place that haa been fronted. In aentence 1. ve aee the paaaive 



ig«it Im fMM yovitlm, but thm iM«tioB of £21 to pUe« it la 

MtiattivA fecut to ooao otlior mamtd iBdlvlduol. Z& j., vo liaivo an 
latfoaiitivo vtrb potoiTlBod, imt.dwirt d. mtthlst rtgordtd mo ma 
"li^ooiibaity" la llBtaiotlei. It U thia lost ••qooBCt la j. «sd tho 
•oifliMtod ooBtoaet ia f • that aoj shod .soao liglit oa tho laportoaeo 
of tbo oyoalEor't aotlvatleno ev tho "poekoglag** of lafenotioa for tho 



Vo attot oo1c> for oxaapio, vhj an "oaoeeoptoblo** toatoneo liko tho 

fMOtioa, *Vot doopolrod by tho vorld*t rojelelngt," should net only 

ooao iato oatlotoneo but, probably, go imroaarkad upon by a aajorlty of 

tho roadors of tho book froa which it was takoa? Tho anawor, I mid 

oott^ty lioa la tho atruetttro of tho procoding natorial ia thO quotation; 

la uhleh vo find two fully granatical paasivisod quoationa, **Waa aho cut** 

oad *Vaa aho atrucfc.** What vo havo ia a aorioa of rhototieal quoationa 

dlxoetod to tho roador of tho book In vfiich aho ia tho topic <>f th^ 

dioooorao contoatt. Tho "eorroct,** active voraion of tho quoation, '"Did 

" ■■ • ■ - \. 

olMP.€oapoir at tho uorld'a rojoielngt»** xotaina aha aa tho top^A, atM **tho 

vorldU^rojoiciag" roaaina la aontoneo focua poaition. Zt ia not, aa V. 

Chafo (1972, 1976) naintalna, that aha ia givoa or **old** lafomation in 

tbo oootoxt, boeauaa tha active voraion would havo aorvod juat aa voU to 

koop aho In topic poaition. • It ia, doarly, tho rhetorical aaquonea of 

pavollol q^oationa and tho nocoaaity to koop thoir atrueturoa identical 

that oraatea tho poaaibility of a paaaivisod intranaitive verb. Here, one 

might Invoke the criterion of **eaae of interpretabillty** aa a activation 

for tho "unacceptable** conatructien, but it would atill be aoeeaaary to 

•coouat for the apeclfic interpretation forced, by the uae of the paaaivisod 

latranaitivo, i.e., that the woaan [Chria] referred to by ahe ia caat aa a 



HitiK %y «lM MMtsuatlflM, « btiai mni Mt«A 'unci chia aetiag. 

IB tlM long ^ttitioB KBBtagtt« Sunint, la Z.f., homtr, «t will 
lMf« to adidt tiM poatlbilttj of 4if f «r«at rhatorleal •trattgiaa 1ft 
•fcntiM} it it elMC tlmt of latorprttotioa" on tho port of tho 
Midtr is aet loHora* prlMry aotivatloi^. Her oro thoio roUtivo eUuooa 
tha ?aaalt of vhat Saaian Kiao (1976) hao eallod *'tpookor mpothy." 
taMva' atntetariat of tho aooMgo la thla poatogo rof loeta only hl£ 
folat of vl«v» hia blaa. Goaaidor, for oxaaplo, tho fact that tha aoatoaeo 
Uaali opoaa with a loag advarb of tlaa, not a topieallaod ohjoet or agaat 
ir! Xa fact, tha Ahjact MP, which ahould haiia baon tha topic of tha 
aaataaea, tama tip la tha poaltlon la vhich it vould occur la tha active 
varaioo of tha taataaca, af tar tha verb, woa hanaad. Thar a caa ba oaly 
ooa raatoa for ita poaitioa la thia aaataacat It »ata up tha appotitivo 
alaaaa which ceanalaa tha aaaa of Philip, vho baeoaaa tha objaet, vhon. 
of tha laat danaa la tha aaattaca, ha (taf arriag back to Enguarrand da 
^igvy) had bawitchad to gala tha roval favor . Notice that thia laat 
alaaaa ia rlao tho oaly active coaatructioa la tho aaataaca, aad ita ovart 
agiativa W ia tha "guilty party," auddaaly foragrouodad for tha raadar^^ 
tha oaly nay that Suanara could hava aaaagad aa active cleute at thia 
foiat la tha aeatence aaa to place the aatacadent la a truncatad paaaiva 
after tha verb, vhich thea aet up the relative dauae la vhich Philip ia 
tapiealiaed aa the object of the verb bevitched . The additioaal «bedded 
paaaivlaed relative, it vaa alleted . although doubtleaa iateadad aa a 
caveat, vith its duaay topic It aad delated agent(t), ihould aerve to vara 
«a that va era readiag aa astraaely coBveluted •eBtcaee~c<)M£fuet^^ 
gm aa aaaclaua iaforaatloa or to aaka our Interpretive proeeai easier, 
btft^to preteot ua vith the Iaforaatloa Suaaara vaatt ua to have in tha ord^r 



tiL irtdik watt vt to proeMi it. 

lift Mttaett ia fart X dMattrat* that tpalMrt «ad vrittrt n— thm% 
fM«if« eoastnietlra to fvrthtr difftraat rhttorleal ttratttUt bae«tt« tha 
fiMiva aakM it pettibla to «o • all of tha MPo la a tiv«& iwitaaca lato 
^^^'^v'Uy i»Z potitiea vithia tha aaataaco. Tha first asaapla of ?art IZ 
Olastrataa a aid-spaaeh shift tbat datepiealisas tha paasiviaad objaet 
— ly baeanaa of rhatorlital eoasidarations. 

^* Itappaartd that tha tigers vara raaeting to a drug thav had 
baaa iaiactad vith. . .[pauia]. . .that had baan Iniacf d in 

Xa thia particular santanea, tha sookaapar who nada tha stataant had at 
loaat thraa mya of axplainlng vfaat had happeaad to tha tlgars, aod ha triad 
two of thaa. Thara arc thraa candldatas for toplealization aaong tha BFa 
la tba aaataaea, thay (raf arrlag to tha tigars)', a druy . and wa or ^ 
Cdapaadiag en tha actual raiponaibUity lor adaiaiataring tha drug) . In tha 
fixat ▼vrsioa of tha aantaaca triad but by tha sookaapar, thay doas anuaar 
as tha topic of tha ralativa cUusa, but sf tar a thoughtful -pausa, tha * 
foehaapar daeldad to aaka tha drug tha topic and aovad tha pronoun raf arrlag 
to tte daad tlgars to focus position. Bov dpas this shift in topic sarva 
•poelfie rhatorical stratagiaa of tha sookaapar? Za ordar to ansvar thia 
fiaatloa fully, va aust first consider tha third option for topicaliaatior., 
tha oaa that tha sookaapar rajactad froa tha bailaning, baeausa tha thir^ 
cholea aada by tha spaakar isn't at all obvious froa tha surface structure 
of tha utterance. If va return to the beginning of the sentence, ve notice 
first that the topic of the aatrlx sentence is it, the dumy topic left 
Uhiad by the extra-position transfomation. Second, the predicate of the 
•stria aantinca is appear, vhich requires an e xperiencer H P at soaa stage 



* ( . 
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• Ift ici tetvttioB. It is til* 4«ltta4 «iptritiietr of th» vtrb apptar. \^ 
lAith eottU hanm bMa •ithar to m or to >o. that could hava baeoma tha 
•Rran asant la tba thixd traralott of tha attaraaea avallabla to tha 8paakar» 
It appaarad to na/ua that tha titara vara raaetlnt to a drut I/va had 
laJaetad than with. Mbtiea, hovavar, i|tlrt, had tha asparianear aurfaead 
Ia tha aatriz aaataaea, tha apaakar would hava aada ovart tha huaaa afaaey 
bahiad tha daath of tha tigara. aad tha truaeatad paaaiva ralativa elauaa» 

\irith ita agaat dalatad, would hava baaa laaa aiieeaaaful baeauaa tha 
aspariancar of tha aatrlat aad tha agaat of tha aabaddad elauaa ara undoubtadly 
coraf araatlal. Va can now ratum to tha q^aatlon ragarding tha aff icacy of 
tha topic aalactad for tha ralativa clauaa. Tha truneatad paaaiva conatruction. 
lAich raaalaa atahla in both of tha apaakar* a varalona of tha aantcnca, 
foppraaaaa tha third candldata for topicallsation, tha agant/axpariaaear, 
tlaia laavlng only two rcaainlng eandldataa for topicallsation, tha Inanlaata 
laatruaaat, tha drug, or tha daad tigara thaaaalvaa. Givan thaaa two chbleaa, 
it baeoaaa daar why tha soekaapar cheaa to toplealiza tha Inatruaant rathar 

* . • 

• * ^ 

thaa ^ha daad tigara. Alao of lataraat In^thia axaapla though, ia t'ua 
tMroBoun that in tha aaeond varaion, whi^h haa baan aubatitutad for ita 
aataeadant, a drug, which apparantly naad not ba raaantionad In tha raviaad 
waraion of tha aantaaea. If a liatanar aiaaad tha ovart rafaranca to tha 
drag that killad tha tigara ia tha Initial vex -iu of tha tantanca, a/ha 
would laam littla fren tha raviaion. 

Tha apparant aaaa with 4ihich virtuaUjr^^^JfP can ba topicalixad, 
dapaadlag upon tha rhatorieal raquiraaanta of tha apaakar* a aituation, aaaaa . 
to hava laaa to do with Chafa*a auggaatad diatincticn batwaan **old" and 
""aaw** Inforaatlon than it doaa with '^packaging** Infotnation oo that it ia 
precaaaad ahd Intarpratad by tha haarar in waya that favor tha apaakar* a 

- 7 - 



MivatiBM •rtr tteM of thm Xlsttntr. Xa Il.a., lev «Miplii. tU teplft 
Mit tea aotUat to 4o vlth nliAt it ^eld" or "mm" tafoxutioa to tht 
iiitoMff* mi o grtot d««l to 4o with wfaat tho tookooptr It trying to fildo 
fM tte ItatMlBg audioaet. Xa ftet^it it aatlar to aaa«nror tuch thlftt 
IB tofia Auriag apaaah, boetutt tht htarort aatt proettt tad latarprat 
n—»^ ■ueh aora faleUj thta thay do vrittan Xtagutga tad thay aay Xeta 
lAat «tt taid pravloatXy vhta tha ditcjsurta uktt ta itatxpaettd'tura. oXa 
mrlttaai diaeeoraa, homar, thiftt In topic eaa ttiXX ba atatgad uaobtrutivaXy 
aa loag aa tha ahifta ara earafuiXy ttraetur'^d. Coatidtr, for axtapXa, 
tba aafBtaea of taataaeat in XX.b. 

XX* ^« MlddXa Ettt btrtmt art inbarittd. . . Hot avarr potenttta*t 
JOB it gXtd of that . Tha youth baquaathtd a hcatafal of 
Iwavywaithta. did not alvayt tdaira hit fathtr*t eholaat. 
XB bygoaa yaart* tha harta vomen vtra fad oilt . Fat vaa tha 

f^ahioB. 

CSioua City Journal. 7/8/79, A13) 
•rlafXy, aota that tha topic of tha firtt tantanea ia '*Mlddla Baat bartaa,** 
lAUa tha topie of tha Lttt ^aataaea it "ftt." Xn ordtr to traea tha 
davaXopBOBt of tha diaeourta that aaktt thit ehanga in tubjaet ta« **lna<rit- 
abla,** eonaidar tha vndarllnad K?t tnd thair ralationthipt. Firtt, tht 
mritar praaaatt at vith t truaettad pattivt; tht tgtnt btrt, undoubtadly 
aithar pottntata or fathar. hat bttn dalattd, although it vill turfaca in 
tha BtKt tao ttnttneat tt t potttttivt. Tha topictlixtd objaet of tha 
paaaiva, *^dla Ettt htrtat,** it not ^Id** or **givtn" Inforaation aa far 
at tha raadart of tha navtptpar ara eeocamad; it it, la itt own way, ^ tha 
•ajar aabj act of tha diteourtt itttlf, rtappttrlng at tht dirtct objaet of 
a paaaiva la tha third ttnttnet, •♦t houttful of haavywaightt,** at tha 



i^Mt clwie— la thm matrix of tU thSxd ftattaet, ta4» f latUy, «t "tba 
tarn Mm,'* tU tepie of tho fourth tOBtoaeo, again bj aoaas of a 
fPHl^o «BMtruetlo&. ugala vlth tho ago&t dalttod. Zt la daportant to npto 
l» this onaplo that tho agopta haro boon 4olotad, not boeauao thoy ara 
wilm o m » or *'irrolovOBt,** or "old" Infor^tlon.*! Tha agonta hava baan dalatod 
hoeaOM tha vrltar vaata tha raador to Intatnallst only tha Infozaatlon that 
is Mda anrailablo. Tha traaaltlon froa foeua to tople la tha laat tvo 
MBtaasaa aakaa thia itratagie uaa of / atruetura V9sj elaar. Tha dlroet bbjoet 
ae tha fourth aantanea, ollaj t vhleli la la "f ocua" poaltion, provldaa tha tUr 
ia to faty tha tople of tha laat aantanea, and tha "Idea** with vhleh tha 

^•'t tha and of tha dlaeouraa. Tha dlaeeurat prteadant for both 
£i]£ and f^t oeeura la tha aabcddid ralatlva elauaa aantlonad provloualy aa 
"WvTualghta.** Of lataraat hara la tha eondaaeandlng nala fena that parvadaa 

dlaeouraa for, of eouraa». thla padaaga la vrlttan aa a "wla Intaraat" 
pioeo. 'Although^ hnev that haraaa eonalat Urgaly, If not antlraly of 
viMia, tha faet that tha vrltar la talking about vlamln doaan*t aurfaea 
aatil tha naxt-to-tha-laat- aantanea. Although tha aubjaet of tha dlaeouraa 
ia opaelfleally tha haavlnaaa of faaraa vianln, aala-apaelf le nouna doalnata 
ia aaatoneoa tvo and thraa, and ara tha dalatad agauta of all thraa ^runeatad 
paaalva eoaatructlona. Thla atntanea la not blsarra or atranga or atyplealt 
it ia atandard, joumallatle proaa of tha sorf^ehumad out for eonauaptlon 
hy ita aala raadara' (and aeat of thoaa who hava aeeaaa to tha produetlon and 

•f tha aaauaa that their audlcaeas ara male) . Thla dlaeouraa vaa 

> I- ' 
•tructurad, not In aeeordanea with aoaa "hlararchy of accaaalblllty" that 

ra^iraa an alaborate graoaatlcal explanatldn, but to aatlafy tha vrltar* a 

•aporio^ty and ta ahara hla caugneaa with hla aala raadara. In order to ' 

* • * » * * 

read thia paaeage without wlnelhg, one auat, of eourae, already agree wUh 



9mh shifts la topla dea*t slvsys rsqulxs truneattd psttivss for thslr 

•CMtsra* Aetlvs eoastruetloat will do just st vsll, as ZZ.e. dflsoastrstssi 

XI* «• Zf yeo tsll psopls fortttgal is ?sr«gttay, sad jqu doa*C aislssd 

thsyUl bsllsvs von * 



tha «;^ataetia sttoetora of t^sss tbrss elautss Is cslativsly siapls. two If- 
•laaaas coajoiasd, Jellowsd by ths rsqaislts thsa« <isttss. Tha topla of both 
aoaiitloaal alansss is too and ths d.o. of both is psopls. rsplacsd by tha 
■i soo ua ths» la its laeoad oeeurrsae^s. ,,But la ths third olsuss, ths thsa- 
alaaaa, tha stxvetnral isXatic.^ship bitvssa jrou sad> psopls is rsvsrssd; thsy. 
safsrrlat baak to psopls. ' has bseoms ths topic, sod you is nov In foeas 
positlea* Vaithsr HP, hovsvsr, esa bs ssld to bs sithsr "old** or '*hs«" 
fafocastioa. Tha pronoaa yoo is oot In ssatsnes focus position bscsuss it's 
aatf iafozBStloa la ths third clsuss, any aors thsn it vas In tdf ic position 
la tha first daass bscsuss it vss old Infomstion. Ths ssntsncs itsslf is 
ahoat talllag liss, sad the spssksr producsd s ssntsncs that psrfsctly . 
illaatratss tha procsss of lying t Zf you vsnt psopls to bslisvs what you*rs 
•ayfag, aeta your NPs sround; shift ths topic sod ths focus, latsrchsngs 
thsa* Aayeaa fast snoogh to notips will only bscoas conf ussd snd loss tha 
thraad of discoorss sltogsthsr. 

iXthough, ss ths prscsdlng discussion suggests, ths-aaturs of topieslisa*> 

* • 

tloa is eoBplsx snd csnnot bs sstily sspsxstsd froa consldsrstions of syntsctie 
atxafftarsjsnd ssntsncs focus, Z hops thst ay analysis hss Indicstsd that 
toplcalisation is s stylistic, not a syntactic, process. Z would liks to 
^aggast thst ws dsaling, not with isclatsd phsnomena that occur vith or 
vlthottt design in specific stretches of discourse, but vith ths principle of 
irsnishint SRsncy. s process aads possibls becauss ths syntactic rules of ths 
laagasgs havs evolved In order to aake it possibls for %rritsrs/spssksrs to 
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MCit«MM la vhltth thac* It so t|«M7 for tha aetlaai 
iattvlM. la thlf vay* «• hm evM.t«d» and ceatlau* to uta, a laatoaft 
la lAlali U ia possibla to uttar (or vrlta) a graat aaay vorda, gMag tha 
iff aa riiM i of nlbataaea, tet vlvhoat uylag aaythlat vortu^Mla at all. 
Tkm taataneaa ia fart ZZZ Ulaatrata tha aaay diffarabt kinda of ayataetie 
atnataca that araaa agaaey ia coataxta ia which no ona raally vaata to 

SlUax lAct auetly, ia riaponalbla for tha actieaa, faaliaga, kaovladgo 
iaoeribad la tha diaeouj||||^ 



ZZZ* a* Z aa mMa, haar aa roar,. ' \ 

\ Za ambara too big to ignora . 



\ 



dalaa laddy, "I aa Voua**) ' 

%m Vaata eoataiaara and. tray holdara hava nov baaa provided al' 
tha aalt. Tour cooparat ion ia appraeiattd. 

(flga poatad ia Andy* a (^lik-Sarva, Liaeola, Nabrafka) 

c* I^hily i^or nozaal behavior there are liaita ott the extent to 
. irtdeh diaerlaination and generalization occur. 

CP avcholoev TodavV 

41* The great difficulty , of eouree, ia in deciding hov much 
iaf oraation need be protected, and in i^etting atandarda to 
lefiaa |rhat may be kept te cret and for how long. 

(tevfd Viae, The Folitica of lying) 

a* ^Zt ia alao of Intereet to note that the greateat ehangea take 
flaea la the fir at fev year a in tha new environment. 

(B. 8. Blooa, ''Intelligence," Chap. 3 of Stability and Change 
la Buaan Charaeteristica) • 

f* Zt haa been decieiened that aome f era of unit rotation may 
be a deeireable obleccive . . -'.Recent CMC deciiioni have 
alleviated the major inhibitore. illoving a freth approach 
aad^mluation of alternative mcchode ol unit replactaent ... 

(froa Public Poublegpeak Neirilettcr) 

t* To* accomaodata neede for overtime vhieh are identified at a 
raault of the initiation of the proecdurea contained herein 
durlni^ the period of time neceiaarv to inatitute alternative 



ttettlda't 4tp«a4 oa hov tht person n»t burlod to dtfnilif 
mm tboj wm bt rtaomberoa , [ — ; 



*• •j^'^*^ ^* durlnt tht ovoltttlonary hlatotv 
•f Oft spoeUo, «ad th*y bt mod to Indueo poopit to bthiS^i, 
te *tte good of othors. • ^ , 



(Mm f • fklaaor, ItimA rrtodoa tnd Dimity, p, 125) 

i* ^ ^ to bt fottttu In tht lootftl eontlBgtnciti Btlnttlntd 

tor fvrpoota of control; It it «n tthietl or aoral judgmtnt in 
^ Mao that tthea and noraa rafar to tha euttonary praetieaa 
of • group, • V 

t^4 f. fklBMir, Bayond Traadom and Di)^nlty. pp, 112-3) 

^ It la no t dif ficult to aaa lihat ia wrong in moat'adueational 
attvlfuumanta, and ouch haa alraady btan dona to daaign oatarlala 
«nho laa ming ai eaay as poaa'ibla and to construct contla- 
tyl— > in tha claaaroon and alaavhara, which giva atudanta 
* fapacfiil raajona for gattlag an aducatlon* 

<*• F. Skisaar, Bayond Fraadom and Dignity , pp. 1S6-7) 

1. laeial wraiodica ia tha noat obvioua ptajudiea in today* a world, 

CiMaat aaaay) 

21 ^ « <Mira ao that ha nay coma back. 
' dtvdaat aaacy) 

. »• ««la<n« tha ehild, during diaeutaiona of male and j^raetiea 
MMlont, to ttndaratand tha Importanca of »iaie in bar lifa 
la lapovtant^ ^ 

(ftttdant aaaay) 

Ignoring for a aoaant tha axaapUa in a., t>,, h,, and l.,-n., tha^jority 
•f tha aaataaeaa 9iotad in thla aaction typify what noat 

Uoaay Ubal aa "objactiya" atyla. I aay »*looaaly" baeauaa, in apita of 
tka fact that othar raaaarchara hava obatrvad that thia typa of proaa ia 

♦ r • 

i 

•hdr^tariiad by paaaiva eonatructiona and noninalicationa of varioua Unda, 



it tkft bMt of aj taevXcdgt ae ea« tiiit poiattd ouftha^ mutt tyneactle 
fOMtCttctie&t thart ob« iapertaat .ttzuetural prepartyt ThaT taaova ata ncy » 
Xi 4*9 for, CMBpla, va hava no Idaa vho has dteidtd that tonathiag la 
^iifftettlt," daeldat vhat tosaeaa will prolfaet, vfao vUl tat ttaodardi 
lAe vUl Vaap vhieh taerata ffba vhoa, vhila la g. va aavar dltcovar irfaoia 
Saada" hava aaonTaoutly haaa "idaatlfltd,** vho vUl ''accoonodata'* thta, vho 
laitlatad tha procadurat, vho datarnlaad tha tsaet ostaat of tlma ''ancatsary" 
bafera aona uaaamod l&divldual could '*lnttltuta'*. tha procadurat that vould 
Mat tha, onea again, j^ionyaously Idoatlflod atadt of uatpaclflad partona. 

Without dvalllng axcatolvaly on tha tpaelf Ic vayt In vhlch .agency 'la 
ayataetlcaUy tupprattad by tha graanatlcal rulas of English, rvou]4 liha 

to asphatisa that vhat va genarally call *Hha ohjactlva ttyla** It uo% 

ij , ■ ' . " ■ 

ohjaetlya at all; It' la daarly hlattd, and it tarvta tha Intarattt of thota 

irtio pattiat In vrltlng It. Mora ImporUntly, It It tha "targat ttyla" for 

■eat of our ttudaatt, vho atplra to vrlta somOday at thay hava haaa taught 

to ballava thay ahotsld. In III. a., for axampla, hardly anyona vould 

villiagly dOtcrlbt Etlaa Raddy*t Ijrlct at '*objactlva,** yat thara la no 

• . . . ' . 

diffaraaea, ayntaetlcally, batvaan her uta of tha laparatlva and tha 
InflaltlTa conttruetlont. It It har **feBlnltt'* content that aany llttenara 
flad ohjectlonabley but the it actually trying to be ''objective.'* She doet 
■ot tell ttt VRO aha la laplleltly addrettlag vith the laperatlve "hear me^" 
aer do va laov fron tha tyntax WHO vUl be unebla "to Ignore" our nuabert. 
laddy, la an atteapt not to aound Inf laamatory, hat retorted to the ellenee 
lapoted by Invltlble agency; the hat turrendered, by refuting to name the 
aBMy of vlmla the addrettett . sen and the vianin allied vlth thea. The 
adaoaitlon of exaaple b., Uken at It It ftom a retuurant tlgn, illuttratat 
hev our alndt aaka' leapt acrott the Infornational gapt left by the "lapartonal, 



•?5 



<^tljMtlM'' ftylti Xa til* first ttattaet, «• art tpld that tha evBtra 

Urta tlMaglitfiaij plae«l garbat« eaat aad tray holdtrt aott to tha talt* 

Va asa tAmt gallaatly thaakod for our **eoeptratioa." Botvooa tha tvo tUta- 

•aBl;a» «a hara laforrod that tha ovaari osepoct ut to put our garbago la tha 

taatf oar traya on tha appxopritto heldor» at va laavo tha rootatiraat. Tha 

oa a i r a thaakaa la adyaaeo for supplying tho appropriata Infaroneoo at aall 

ta foe eoapllaaco vith thalr uatpokon ordart. Our otudoato atpiro to tha 

•jntaatlfi atorlllty of "objoetlvo** proto without having acfpilrad adoquata 

aaatary of ita eoMploacitiao to tzoeuto it convincingly. Thalr lack of 

eoBtrol of tha syntactic aanouvtrt roq[ttirad for aaintainlng tho **imporsonal'' 

•tyla-ia atidaaeod in axonplot h. aad l.-n. in which vo find an ilWatod 

attoapt at It-axtrapotltlon, tavaral hapless ropatltlonf , aad garble, in ' 

vhieli tha original intantlon ot tha.sontonco has basn lost. 

That tha ayntactle configurations character istic of "objective** prose 

ara aiaply those transformations that systeaatisally suppress agency in 

•aatoaeaa can be seen clearly in the exaaples provided in Part IV below. 

!?• a. The incest frequently is precipitated by the wife by seicually 
frustrating her spouse or recoiling in disgust at his behaviors 
aad, amasses (i.e., alcoholism, infidelity, pedophilia) . 

, <fJro« Ms.' "Ho Comment,** 7/79, p. 100) , f 

hm grobably the next prejudice was towards witmln. ^rly humans 
Xaamed th|^t wiamin were not as physically strong as men and 
therefore coulda*t possibly be the equals of men. . .Therefore 
thdy started treating wianln like any other possession^ 

(Student essay) 

The rule of gratnaar you speak of, which is to use the masculine 
pronoun when it applies to both male and female, was NOT davised 
to put down vPocn . And it Is not likely to be changad .ln the i 
Interest of women's rights« 



("Dear l^by** column) 



right! 
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4. Vtmm tvt hu% to my to Xtt'g mtkt th« btte of JJua. 

(Oittemr iltii Sa Sioux City, Zm, 197S) 

|ii»riy micv taiur«f trftar ttirlttl lov tnd fnlfillamt S 
^T— fd a nd nod if ltd aceerdini to lUggtttiono of marriago eouaao- 
lort, roligieua and stdieal. Affordi rtailiancy & adjuatabla 
^awmtion for Moro aanaitiTt alitnmant . \ 

CM la tponeor'a eaulof, 1979) 

f • Vtittoa and diroetod iy Abby Kanii. • • , tho miniaer iaa could 
•tir controvtray evar ica unflattaring dapietion oflKm FBI 
Md tbo KasftMy Adalniatration. But tharo*a no doubtlnt Paul 
WlBfiaId*a oxeollant parfonanca in tha titla rola. 



• • • 



Ctha Seraaning Boom." TV Cuida) 

A Harch Agatntt Rapa will ba hald on Monday, Juna 18, 1979. 
Jola ua for tha Kirch to aaka Lincoln* a atraata aafa fron ' 
•aaattlt .' — — , ^ 

(Id for Tate Back tha Right March) ' . ^ 

Tha axaapiaa in Part IV aaka elaar tha ralationahip batvaan tha auppraaaion 
•f agancy aehiavad by Eagllah aynUetie rulaa and tha procaaa of iopiealisa- 
tlM» tha aubjact with vhlch I bagan thii papar. Moat, if not all, of tha . 
•aataackai ia thia aaction illuatrata tha conatruction of biaat Tha uaa of 
•yataetie coaatmctiona to craata ayntactie auphaaiaaa. In IV. a., for* 
MBpla, tha vritar oalactad iAcaat aa tha topic Of tha aantanea, and tha 
faaalYa haa sovad tha vifa to aantanea focua poaition along vith har , 
"cvlaaa**! "fruatratiag** har huaband and **racoiliag'' from hia criainai 
Whaviora. Tha affact of tha aantanea, tfaua conatructad, ia to aaka tha 
vifa ratpoaaibla for vfaatavar ugly daada har huaband angagda In. Bovavar 
tMl&eua hia eriaaa, har a ia tha nor at i 8ha drova hia to it! Tha naxt 
aa^anen of aantancaa bagina vith prajudica aa tha topic of tha initial 
•aataaca, than buaana bacoMa tha aacond Upic, vhila npnan ia tha objact 
•f tha paaude-pradieata tovarda ia tha firat aantanea, and tha topic of tha 
Mbaddad clauaa in tha aacond. Although tha thay that ia'tha topic of tha 
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last MAtMM it potMtiiDy ambiguottt. It can oaly havt hiaani tt let 
«BtM«4«t» •iBct havt btaa 41atlnguith«d from "tarly faaaat** and 

ftm Imom tha ebjact of tha varb traat. Tha pceea<sa of topiealisatlott 
•MM a aaana of aactlBg vtasls apart, aa "othar." Syauetle auphwim 
•t ita bMt (ar varat) U axaaplifiad ln .XV.|., m iih^£h avarythlng apaelf la ' 
abo«t a Taka Baek tha Hlght Htreh haa baan auppraaaadt. ffa ara ashortad "to- 
aalM liseola'a atraata aafa ttm aaxual aaaault.** but avaryena kneva that 
it la ttaa «he ara tha ag «ita of aaxual aaaaulta agaiaat vlmln. Tha plaea 
la jAlah aoM aaxual aaaaulta occur haa bacoma tha objaet to ba protaetad. 
V^biOb, tha vletiaia of aaxual aaaault, art aa Ixnrialbla aa tha man vho ara 
tality of tha erXaa of rapa. Thara ara no umas namad hara— wa protect tha 
tailty and araaa tha Viet laa. 

Aa brlaf aa ay axMalaation of thaaa axaaplaa has baaa, 1 havav triad to 
ladlaata that topieal.isatibn, and tha raUtad procMaaa of eraat^ng "aubjacta*' 
Md Sbjacta.** «ra not "gr««*ticar' pha^oqiana. . Syntactic rulaa ara tot * 
aavtral. Tha nilaa of Engliah ayntax axiat ba^auaa thay aaka partieuUr 
4aaeriptlona of avanta and paopla poaaibla. Whila aona sight viah to aaia-' 
Ufa tut tha rulaa thamaalvaa ara "nautral," that it ia paopla vho uaa 
laag^ga iA otdar to premota thair own intaraata, thait ovn biaaaa, tha ' 
•vidaaea iadidataa that tha rulaa axiat bacauaa thay favor certain daacriptiona 
•£ tha world ovar othara. In .tha procaaa of preaanting « thaaa axaaplaa. I 
hava ^aatiohad tha almoat univaraai aaauaption that apaakara uaa aynUctie 
talaa in ordar to packaga infonation for aaaa of intarpratation on tha part 
•f tU haarar. indicated that Chafa*a hypothaaia eonearnihg tha pUcamant of 
■Pa aa baiag baaad on tha diatinction batvaan "old" and "naw" infonation 
aiaply doaa not ttcpUin tha conatruction of apaeific axaaplaa, and that any 
attaspt to eonatruct a graxmar baaad on "caaa" ralationa aa aoaahov inherent 



In tlM MMtsiktiM Of aMtfEaeM It set only dec««d to faUurt but 
•MlMtM thm rMpoMibaitj of diteorwiBg hov taattaeM com to bo 
ffodneod aad iatorprotftU te tho botlo of my ooalyiit, X would liko to 
•Mifoot thro* toatotlvfi hypotboaoo for furthor Invtstlgotioat (I) Spookoro 
•OMtnet tOBtoncoo «• weh to BlBlmist latorprttotloa at to ■axlnlst it 
for tbo booror/roador; (2) SyttUetle rolta of apoclflc NPa avt aaalgntd, 
•ot 00 tbo baaio of foDctleaa tbat Inharo 1b aoattneta, but on tho baala 
•f rbotorlool atratogloa knovn only to tho apoaktr/vrltor; (3) That aany 
•f tho plMBOMut bolag eUaalflod at "portly graanatieal** art. In fact, 
•tyliitle, and rtproaont wya In which rulta iirt uatd rathtr than gramatical 
pbiMtna £tr at, for taeamplt, topiealiaation. Vhilo Z don't havt tl«o 
iMTO to oharactorist aoro fully tht implications of this rtatarch, I hopt 
that thla paptr hoo at loast providtd a atartlng point for further Invtati- 
gatloaa and indieotcd aomo of tht dirtctiona vt might fruitfully pur sut. 
tUmlmally, vo moat caot madia tht '*obJtctivt** bllndtra that havt madt it 
oo«i^ dtsirablt to aasumt that linguistic rults optratt in ordir to maxlmiso 
tbo Imtorprtution of ipforiation. Thoat aaptcta of language uat moat 
oftOB diaguiatd aa **conti&t varloblta,** **packaglng,** or **statts of mind** 
irt, iBsttad, doaeriptiona of tht world that wo art txptcttd to accept. > 
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